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depressions, one to the Indian Ocean either directly or
through the Indus. Afghanistan belongs to all three,
but mainly to the Hamun basin, while Baluchistan
drains almost exclusively seawards.

Afghan Turkestan is comprised entirely within the
Aralo-Caspian basin, all its rivers flowing from the
northern slopes of the Hindu-Kush and Paropamisus to
or towards the Oxus and Aral or Caspian. Here we
again meet with the same undeveloped or partially dried-
up water system which was found prevailing in Arabia
and Persia, and which forms such a striking feature of
the great Central Asiatic tableland. In the east the
Kokcha and Kunduz still reach the Upper Oxus, but
as we proceed westwards we find that all the rivers
flowing north fail to reach either the main stream or
either of the great inland seas. Thus the Dehas-rud
(Balkh), rising in the Koh-i-Baba, gets no farther than
Mazar-i-Sherif, where it takes the name of Band-i-
Barbari, and runs dry in the Siyagird district after a
course of over 180 miles; the Sar-i-pul is lost in the
sands beyond Shibarghan; the Murgh-ab, after irrigat-
ing the Merv oasis, disappears in the Karakum desert,
and the same fate overtakes the Hari-rud (Tajand) after
skirting the Daman-i-koh on its way to the Caspian.

The Hari-rud, or river of Herat, has its source in a
deep valley 9500 feet above the sea at a point where
the Koh-i-Baba ramifies into the Siah-koh and Safed-
koh. It flows thence rapidly through an unexplored
region down to the town of Obeh, where its waters are
largely diverted into irrigating rills. Its course lies
thence westwards to Herat and G-horian, where it turns
abruptly northwards along the Persian frontier to its
junction with the Keshef-rud above Sarakhs. The united
streams now^ake the name of the Tajand, whose course
has been described at p. 479.